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During her lifetime, two of Bozhovich's closest collaborators
were M.S. Landa-Neimark and V.E. Chudnovskii. Landa-Neimark
focuses on different dominant trends in the organization of per-
sonality. including the collective, individual, and praxiological.
Chudnovskii concentrates on the moral stability of personality.
L.V. Slavina should also be mentioned because both Bozhovich
and Slavina worked together during their entire professional lives.
When the young Bozhovich came to Moscow to study psychology
and A.V. Zaporozhets arrived from Kharkov. they both lived with
Slavina in her Moscow apartment for some time. While Bozhovich
was a strong theorist and researcher, Slavina was a brilhant ex-
perimenter. In fact, almost all of Bozhovich's experiments were
carried out by Slavina. Another student and follower of Bozhovich
is Fernando Gonzalez-Rey, from Cuba now residing in Brazil. who
works on the aspects of personal subjectivity.

In recreating a picture of L.I. Bozhovich today, one point stands
out in particular: she was a very strong-willed personality, one who
acted in an independent fashion even under Soviet ideological con-
straints. Her colleagues have stated that she was cheerful and very
humorous, and that she maintained an exceptionally strong interest
in her research investigations. Working until the very last moments
of her life, Bozhovich's final, unfinished article was devoted to
Vygotsky. When approaching her last days, she spent them i ob-
serving and researching her own behavior (disintegration. as she
described it). and developing strategies to cope with her situation.
Clearly. her life’s work was not a simple projection of Vygotsky's
views. While it was always rooted in Vygotsky's method.
Bozhovich’s work was original and deeply scientific.

It is hoped that this issue of the Journal of Russian and East Eu-
ropean Psychology will offer a broader understanding of the theo-
ries of L.1. Bozhovich, and will inspire readers’ interest in knowing
more about her life and her research. This issue is dedicated to
her memory and work. It is also dedicated to the memory of L.5.
Vygotsky, who died seventy years ago on June 11, 1934. Special
thanks go to N. Tolystykh, M. Landa-Neimark. A. Prikhozhan. F.
Gonzalez-Rey, T. Akhutina, A. Leontiev, N. Gareev. and C. Golota.








